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nor even probably, be the best market gardener), and the
ordinary consumer of cabbages comes nowhere at all: he is not
even a necessary evil, since if he refuses to buy the cabbages
the surplus will be given away at his expense.

It is, of course, the assumed need to control the large-scale
semi-monopolistic industrial enterprises, now so fashionable,
and the assumed need, in the interests of cheap subsidized food,
to control the whole of our agriculture, which is playing into
the political hands of the Socialist party. Even Mr. Gladstone
accepted it as axiomatic that, if you had a monopoly, it must be
state-controlled and that, if a corporation or firm received
public money, the public had a right to supervise the manage-
ment. By continuing food subsidies, with the consent of all
parties, and by the continued expropriation of private wealth
with a view to concealing, although it is spoken of as 'con-
trolling/ the inflation which comes from allowing the great bulk
of the population to consume more than the value of what they
produce, the Socialists have perpetuated an ingenious system
invented for the purpose of war-time finance and given half the
people a vested interest in controlling the other half. The vast
army of controllers at present tips the balance, and productive
industry itself has many, especially at the top, who see in full-
fledged Socialism a high road to security without financial
responsibility, to the rewards of capitalism without the risks of
competition.

The system will fail not because Socialism, per se> is unwork-
able, although it probably is, but because it certainly cannot
be combined with the welfare state. There is no balancing
factor. If the electorate so determines, we shall have Socialism
in our time, but in that event the welfare state will go, either
in a vast inflation which will reduce its benefits to chicken food,
or in a deflation which will place and retain millions of people
out of work. In that event the political consequence would be
revolutionary, of necessity, since there is no road back from
Socialism to the free-enterprise system. The whole technique of
the Socialist revolution is based on the knowledge that Socialist
measures are of their nature irreversible except by revolution.
The Socialist state can be destroyed but it cannot be reformed.
In any case, the political power of Parliament, and therefore